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Admiral Ballard of British Royal Navy 

praised Admiral Yi Sun-Sin extremely high. 
 

 

“It is always difficult for Englishmen to admit that Nelson ever had an equal in his profession, 

but if any man is entitled to be so regarded, it should be this great naval commander of Asiatic 

race who never knew defeat and died in the presence of the enemy; of whose movements a 

track-chart might be compiled from the wrecks of hundreds of Japanese ships lying with their 

valiant crews at the bottom of the sea, off the coasts of the Korean peninsula…and it seems, in 

truth, no exaggeration to assert that from first to last he never made a mistake, for his work was 

so complete under each variety of circumstances as to defy criticism… His whole career might be 

summarized by saying that, although he had no lessons from past history to serve as a guide, he 

waged war on the sea as it should be waged if it is to produce definite results, and ended by 

making the supreme sacrifice of a defender of his country.” 


